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Birth In Buchau Germany in 1843 

 

• Bernhard is listed as child # 5. Bernhard was named in honor of his deceased grandfather.  This 

was according to Jewish naming customs. Bernhard’s birth date: March 1, 1843. 

• Bernhard’s brother, Julius: birth date: Dec 20, 1834.  He immigrated to America in 1854. 

Birth Register Source Information: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Bernhard Moos lived his first nineteen years in Buchau, a town in south Württemberg. He was Jewish. 

Most of the 625 Jews in Buchau in 1843 were shopkeepers and tradesmen. They were part of one or more 

large extended families: Moos, Wallersteiner, Rieser, and Einstein (the family of Albert Einstein). The 

Buchau synagogue was famous for its unique church bell in the Protestant-style steeple. The bell, which 

called the Jews to prayer, was a gift from the king of Württemberg in 1839. The story was told that when 

the Jews had to decide whether to accept the king's gift, they concluded that the king would not un-

derstand their refusal, but God would understand their acceptance. 

 

Bernhard  trained as a bookkeeper in Buchau. 

 

 In 1862 he immigrated to Chicago where his brother, Julius, had settled in 1854.  

  



Early Years in Chicago 

As a new immigrant in 1862, Bernhard worked as a bookkeeper for the banking house of Lazarus 

Silverman in Chicago. He then joined his brother Julius who had opened a small cigar, tobacco, and snuff 

shop in the basement of Metropolitan Hall (Hotel) in 1856.  Even during the brothers' first years in 

business, R.G. Dun & Co. representatives reported that they had a very good stand, paid promptly, and 

were "good for small amounts."'  

 

 

Chicago City Directory, 1865. 

 

 

 

Bernhard Moos. Probably his engagement or wedding photo, ca. 1866. 

  



His Wife:  Carrie Berlizheimer. They married in 1866 in Chicago. 

 

 

Born Karoline Berlizheimer in 1842 in Mühringen, Germany.  Photo ca. 1866. 

She Immigrated to America in 1857 with her brothers, sister, and widowed mother. 

For more information about her life:  Emily C. Rose, Portraits of Our Past, Jews of the German 

Countryside, 2001. 

 

 

 

Chicago City Directory, 1867 

 



Bernhard Moos’s letter about the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 

Chicago, October 24, 1871. 

Beloved Mother and Dear Sister and Brother: 

Schiller in his Song of the Bell tells us 
“Alas, with the might of Providence 
We can make no pacts, 
For calamity rushes on.” 

Were I, dear ones, to report correctly our present position I would advise you to read the song 

of Schiller, especially that part where he treats of fire; then indeed you would understand. He counted 

the heads of his dear ones and sees not a precious one is missing. First of all, I can today assure you that 

his last line thoroughly fits our case. Thank God not one is missing and, considering conditions, all are in 

good health. 

It is now the first quiet moment permitted me to write you since that terrible October 9th, and 

at the same time to take fresh breath and ease this burden of care and worry. 

To begin, I must remark that here in this western country since the end of July a terrible drought 

prevailed of such severity that since the end of September, the forest and prairies hereabouts, especially 

in Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota, for thousands of miles have been devastated by fire, everything 

in its path destroyed, men, cattle, farms, mills, villages, even towns. 

On the 5th of October at noon, a general fire alarm was sounded, and soon the news spread 

that one of the largest warehouses on the South Side was afire; nevertheless the fire was brought under 

control by 5:00 p.m. Quiet prevailed until Saturday night at 9:00 when again the general alarm sounded. 

This time there was a large fire on the West Side that raged until morning. 

On this Sunday evening, the 8th of October, Julius [Bernhard’s brother] and my wife’s brothers 

and sisters were at my home. We were discussing the fire and many other things. There were jokes and 

laughter until they left about 9:00, when my wife and I went to bed. My wife’s brother awakened us 

shortly after 1:00 a.m. Monday, and we found heaven and earth afire. Owing to the prevailing dryness 

and southwest hurricane, the fire had an easy victory over all efforts of firemen and others. Like an army 

column in close formation, it marched forward with almost electrical rapidity. When we were aroused 3 

hours after it started, the fire had already destroyed about 30 acres of buildings on the West Side. 

Driven by the high wind, it left that side, crossed the river, and was now raging in the greater part of the 

beautiful South Side, mocking all efforts of man and water. 

Leaving my house with my brother-in-law, we rushed over to the South Side where my business 

was located to see whether anything could be saved. Arriving, we found all adjoining buildings in flames. 

I could do nothing but take what little money there was in my safe and hurry with all speed to save my 

life. 

When I returned to my house, I found that my dear wife had had the presence of mind to pack 

and send the children and the maid to her sister who lived farther north and then had packed our most 

important possessions. The fire was now raging behind us, having crossed the river at 3:00 p.m., burning 



the bridges between the North and the South Sides. By this time the fire had already destroyed the 

water works, thus increasing the horrors. With great effort I found and hired a wagon team to move our 

possessions to my sister-in-law’s house. 

We turned our backs to the flames that rushed after us. With the wind, a hurricane of dust and 

smoke, almost blinding us, we left Chicago with a hundred thousand others, fleeing far out to the open 

prairie. At about 4:00 p.m., broken in spirit and soul, we arrived at a farmer’s barn to set up our camp, 

mindful of the words of Moses, 

“Who is man that your thoughts are of him? 

Earth’s son that you look upon him.’ 

Now my loved ones, about myself as briefly as possible. What I had possessed has been 

destroyed, and my hopes blasted. My loss was not less than from $12,000 to $15,000. Though I carried 

$10,000 in insurance, nearly all companies are bankrupt so that I can expect little, or more correctly, 

nothing from that source. 

Julius, as well as myself, has each found a place to start a business. The great pains we had 

always taken to keep our credit good have now borne good fruit. In New York and elsewhere, we are 

offered as much, and even more, goods than we can use. 

Chicago will arise again out of her ashes, and though the marble is still hot, building is going on 

in every quarter. Stronger, more beautiful than before, Chicago will grow greater than ever. 

 

With hearty greetings and kisses, your affectionate son and brother, 

Bernhard 

My dear Ones, 

Agreeing with every word of the above, I further wish to assure you that the children and I are well. 

Your loving, 

Carrie 

 

Bernhard Moos’s letter to his mother Willhelmine Moos (born Mändle) in Buchau. English translation from the 

handwritten German original by his son Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

 



Naturalization. He was naturalized as an American citizen in 1879.

 

 



J & B Moos Cigar Store 

Retail and Wholesale Business.  Established by brother, Julius (1834-1921) , in the Metropolitan Hotel 

located at the corner of Randolph and Wells streets. 

 

Metropolitan Hotel, 1862. 

 

 

J & B Moos. 95 Randolph Street.  Established 1856.  

 



 

 

 

 

Chicago City Directory, 1887. 

 

 

Chicago City Directory, 1889 

 

  



J. & B. Moos’s Wholesale Business 

As well as owning a cigar and tobacco store, Bernhard and Julius were wholesalers (distributors 

or jobbers).  

 

J. & B. Moos is listed as a Jobber in the fourth column. Chicago Daily Tribune, November, 19, 1892.  There Similar 

advertisements listing J. & B. Moos:  November 26, 1892 and December 17, 1892. 

 



 

Bernhard set up others in their own stores.  In that way, his wife’s brother, Richard M. 

Berlizheimer, was able to open a cigar and tobacco store in Chicago. Richard’s sons worked in 

his store and in J. & B. Moos’s store.  One of Richard’s sons then opened his own cigar and 

tobacco store.  

 

Richard M. Berlizheimer’s stores listed in the first column. Chicago Daily Tribune, December 17, 1892. 

 

 

Chicago Daily Tribune, June 12, 1895, p. 5. 

  



The Chicago Library Board of Trustees 

Despite Bernhard’s limited formal education, he considered himself quite cultured and literary minded. 

He served as the part-time librarian at the Young Men's Association. In 1887 the mayor of Chicago 

appointed him to the Library Board of Trustees. 

 

 

The Israelite (Cincinnati, OH), June 20, 1895. 

 

 

 

Chicago Chronicle, June 12, 1895. 



  



Fatal Illness in 1895 when he was 52 years old 

 

Chicago Daily Tribune, April 25, 1895 

  



Experimental Operation Performed  

          

San Francisco Examiner, June 7, 1895.           Chicago Daily Tribune, June 7, 1895.  



 

      

                             

Chicago Chronicle, June 8, 1895                  Chicago Daily Tribune, June 8, 1895 



 Obituaries 

 

Chicago Daily Tribune, June 12, 1895, p. 5. 

 

  



 

 

Chicago Chronicle, June 12, 1895. 



Funeral and the Library Board of Trustees: 

    

Chicago Chronicle, June 14, 1895.                                Chicago Daily Tribune, June 14, 1895. 

 

Note: Rabbi Emil Hirsch: Rabbi, Temple Sinai, Chicago;  Jewish scholar, lecturer and leader.  He was 

selected for the Chicago Library Board of Trustees in 1888. 



          

Inter Ocean, Chicago, June 14, 1895.  

  



 

The Israelite (Cincinnati, OH), June 20, 1895. 

 

  



Burial 

 

 

Bernhard Moos was buried in the Moos Family Plot in Rosehill Cemetery, Chicago. 

His headstone, in the shape of an open book, was a traditional Jewish symbol for a scholar.   



Estate 

 

 

 

Chicago Chronicle, June 20, 1895. 

 

$65,000 in 1895 is equal to about $2 million in 2021. 

Samuel H. Williamson, "Seven Ways to Compute the Relative Value of a U.S. Dollar Amount, 1774 to 

present," MeasuringWorth. 

  

http://www.measuringworth.com/uscompare/


Bernhard Moos Elementary School Naming 

 

Chicago Daily Tribune, April 9, 1897. 

 

 

1897  



 

 

Bernhard Moos Elementary School, 1711 North California Avenue, Chicago. 

 

 

Portrait of Bernhard Moos hanging in the Bernhard Moos Elementary School.  



Honored at the Dedication of the Chicago Central Library 

 

   

 

Chicago Daily Tribune, October 10, 1897. 



 

 

Chicago Central Library, 1897, Michigan Avenue between Washington and Randolph streets. 

 

Plaque honoring Bernhard Moos in the Chicago Central Library, 1897.  



Prominent Descendants of Bernhard Moos 

Joseph Moos (1867-1946) 

Bernhard Moos’s son Joseph was named for his grandfather.  Joseph worked for J. & B. Moos for 

decades. After Bernhard’s death, Joseph took over as president.   

Joseph expanded the wholesale cigar and tobacco business in Chicago and other areas in the region 

distributing several popular cigar brands.  

 One of the new cigars that came to market in 1898 was called Anna Held Cigar. It was named for Anna 

Held, a burlesque star. 

 

After Joseph retired from J B Moos, he was chairman of the board of Albert Pick & Company, the largest 

hotel equipment company in the country. He and his wife Katherine Hoyt Moos had a winter home in 

Miami Beach where Katherine created a showcase garden.  When Katherine died in 1947, her 

granddaughter established the Moos Sunken Garden at the world-famous Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Gardens in Miami.  

https://fairchildgarden.org/miami-botanical-garden/moos-sunken-garden/  

https://fairchildgarden.org/miami-botanical-garden/moos-sunken-garden/


Elizabeth Moos (1890-1984) 

Bernhard Moos’s granddaughter (Joseph’s daughter) was an innovative educator and peace advocate.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

A 1939 Documentary  Film about the Hessian School:1939-School A Film About Progressive Education-

Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation - Bing video

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Youtube+Hessian+school+1939&docid=607998753122827029&mid=444337B38FEC9472066F444337B38FEC9472066F&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Youtube+Hessian+school+1939&docid=607998753122827029&mid=444337B38FEC9472066F444337B38FEC9472066F&view=detail&FORM=VIRE


 New York Times, January 1, 1985 



Bernhard Moos’s grandson, Leonard Rieser (1922-1998) 

Bernhard Moos’s daughter Minnie (1871-1938) married Herman Rieser who emigrated from Buchau in 

Germany.   One of their children was Leonard Moos Rieser. 

 

 
New York Times, December 19, 1998 
 

 


