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Birth In Buchau Germany in 1843
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e Bernhard is listed as child # 5. Bernhard was named in honor of his deceased grandfather. This
was according to Jewish naming customs. Bernhard’s birth date: March 1, 1843.
e Bernhard’s brother, Julius: birth date: Dec 20, 1834. He immigrated to America in 1854.

Birth Register Source Information:

LANDESARCHIV BADEN-WURTTEMBERG

Abt. Hauptstaatsarchiv Stuttgart J 386 Bu 39 Bild 88
Permalink: http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=1-439979-88
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Bernhard Moos-
(1762-1837)
Magdalena (Madie) Kohn
(1765-1814)
Married 6 Feb 1789

Joseph Jacob Moos
(1798-1862)

Minna (Wilhelmine) Maendle-
(1801-1888)
Married 5 Sep 1826-

Bernhard Moos
(1843-1895)

Bernhard Moos lived his first nineteen years in Buchau, a town in south Wiirttemberg. He was Jewish.
Most of the 625 Jews in Buchau in 1843 were shopkeepers and tradesmen. They were part of one or more
large extended families: Moos, Wallersteiner, Rieser, and Einstein (the family of Albert Einstein). The
Buchau synagogue was famous for its unique church bell in the Protestant-style steeple. The bell, which
called the Jews to prayer, was a gift from the king of Wirttemberg in 1839. The story was told that when
the Jews had to decide whether to accept the king's gift, they concluded that the king would not un-

derstand their refusal, but God would understand their acceptance.

Bernhard trained as a bookkeeper in Buchau.

In 1862 he immigrated to Chicago where his brother, Julius, had settled in 1854.



Early Years in Chicago

As a new immigrant in 1862, Bernhard worked as a bookkeeper for the banking house of Lazarus
Silverman in Chicago. He then joined his brother Julius who had opened a small cigar, tobacco, and snuff
shop in the basement of Metropolitan Hall (Hotel) in 1856. Even during the brothers' first years in
business, R.G. Dun & Co. representatives reported that they had a very good stand, paid promptly, and

were "good for small amounts.

Moos

—— Bernhard, tobacco and cigars, Metro-
politan Hotel, r. 126 Wells.

Chicago City Directory, 1865.

Bernhard Moos. Probably his engagement or wedding photo, ca. 1866.



His Wife: Carrie Berlizheimer. They married in 1866 in Chicago.

Born Karoline Berlizheimer in 1842 in Miihringen, Germany. Photo ca. 1866.
She Immigrated to America in 1857 with her brothers, sister, and widowed mother.

For more information about her life: Emily C. Rose, Portraits of Our Past, Jews of the German
Countryside, 2001.

Moos Bernhard, 1S3 Randolph

Chicago City Directory, 1867



Bernhard Moos’s letter about the Great Chicago Fire of 1871
Chicago, October 24, 1871.
Beloved Mother and Dear Sister and Brother:

Schiller in his Song of the Bell tells us
“Alas, with the might of Providence
We can make no pacts,
For calamity rushes on.”
Were |, dear ones, to report correctly our present position | would advise you to read the song

of Schiller, especially that part where he treats of fire; then indeed you would understand. He counted
the heads of his dear ones and sees not a precious one is missing. First of all, | can today assure you that
his last line thoroughly fits our case. Thank God not one is missing and, considering conditions, all are in
good health.

It is now the first quiet moment permitted me to write you since that terrible October 9th, and
at the same time to take fresh breath and ease this burden of care and worry.

To begin, | must remark that here in this western country since the end of July a terrible drought
prevailed of such severity that since the end of September, the forest and prairies hereabouts, especially
in Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota, for thousands of miles have been devastated by fire, everything
in its path destroyed, men, cattle, farms, mills, villages, even towns.

On the 5th of October at noon, a general fire alarm was sounded, and soon the news spread
that one of the largest warehouses on the South Side was afire; nevertheless the fire was brought under
control by 5:00 p.m. Quiet prevailed until Saturday night at 9:00 when again the general alarm sounded.
This time there was a large fire on the West Side that raged until morning.

On this Sunday evening, the 8th of October, Julius [Bernhard’s brother] and my wife’s brothers
and sisters were at my home. We were discussing the fire and many other things. There were jokes and
laughter until they left about 9:00, when my wife and | went to bed. My wife’s brother awakened us
shortly after 1:00 a.m. Monday, and we found heaven and earth afire. Owing to the prevailing dryness
and southwest hurricane, the fire had an easy victory over all efforts of firemen and others. Like an army
column in close formation, it marched forward with almost electrical rapidity. When we were aroused 3
hours after it started, the fire had already destroyed about 30 acres of buildings on the West Side.
Driven by the high wind, it left that side, crossed the river, and was now raging in the greater part of the
beautiful South Side, mocking all efforts of man and water.

Leaving my house with my brother-in-law, we rushed over to the South Side where my business
was located to see whether anything could be saved. Arriving, we found all adjoining buildings in flames.
| could do nothing but take what little money there was in my safe and hurry with all speed to save my
life.

When | returned to my house, | found that my dear wife had had the presence of mind to pack
and send the children and the maid to her sister who lived farther north and then had packed our most

important possessions. The fire was now raging behind us, having crossed the river at 3:00 p.m., burning



the bridges between the North and the South Sides. By this time the fire had already destroyed the
water works, thus increasing the horrors. With great effort | found and hired a wagon team to move our
possessions to my sister-in-law’s house.

We turned our backs to the flames that rushed after us. With the wind, a hurricane of dust and
smoke, almost blinding us, we left Chicago with a hundred thousand others, fleeing far out to the open
prairie. At about 4:00 p.m., broken in spirit and soul, we arrived at a farmer’s barn to set up our camp,
mindful of the words of Moses,

“Who is man that your thoughts are of him?

Earth’s son that you look upon him.’

Now my loved ones, about myself as briefly as possible. What | had possessed has been
destroyed, and my hopes blasted. My loss was not less than from $12,000 to $15,000. Though | carried
$10,000 in insurance, nearly all companies are bankrupt so that | can expect little, or more correctly,
nothing from that source.

Julius, as well as myself, has each found a place to start a business. The great pains we had
always taken to keep our credit good have now borne good fruit. In New York and elsewhere, we are
offered as much, and even more, goods than we can use.

Chicago will arise again out of her ashes, and though the marble is still hot, building is going on

in every quarter. Stronger, more beautiful than before, Chicago will grow greater than ever.

With hearty greetings and kisses, your affectionate son and brother,

Bernhard

My dear Ones,

Agreeing with every word of the above, | further wish to assure you that the children and | are well.
Your loving,

Carrie

Bernhard Moos’s letter to his mother Willhelmine Moos (born Mandle) in Buchau. English translation from the

handwritten German original by his son Joseph.



Naturalization. He was naturalized as an American citizen in 1879.

of. Mhasal AED. ; that T am o NATURALIZED AND LOYAL GITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES,

‘ wwuew_.. 24, 10,4823,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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wee v do swear that I was born

... day

and about o travel abroad; and further, that I am the 1dentical Porson described in the Certificate
OF Naturaliuntion Aeretwith Presontod ...............oomsvecoomeeeoeomeseossyroeesoeseesessessesseesseseesnss

Sworn to before me, tMl.......é:...day

Description ofm 77

Age: \f/ years

Stature: . (/ feet, J inohes, Kng.

Forehead: [}0 peille
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Eyen: ,&2«.1/- f .9
Nows: /TAM&M(y ............. 5' §
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1, M PO y do solemnly swear that I wi support,

proteot, and defend the Conatitution and Government of the United States gainst all enemies, whoth
domeatio or foreign; and that I will bear true faith, allegioncs, and loyalty to the same, uny ordinance,
resolution, or law of any State, Convention, or Layislature to the contrary notwithstanding; and further,
that I do this with a full determination, Dlodge, and purpose, without any mental ressrvation or evus.on
whatsoever; and further, that I will well and faithfully perform all the dutiss which may be required of
me by law. So help me God.

0 % 3 1u7

usband, wifo, minor children, nnd sgrfants expoct to travel together, & single passport for the whole will sufice,
other person in the party n separate pussport will be required,




J & B Moos Cigar Store

Retail and Wholesale Business. Established by brother, Julius (1834-1921), in the Metropolitan Hotel
located at the corner of Randolph and Wells streets.

J & B Moos. 95 Randolph Street. Established 1856.



Moos Bernhard (J. & B. Moos) 95 Randolph and 127
Adams, h. 233 Ontario

Moos Jullus (J. & B. Moos) 95 Randolph and 137
Adams h, 117S. Franklin

Moos J. & B. (Julius and Bernhard Moos)cigars and
tobacco 95 Randolph and 127 Adams

Chicago City Directory, 1887.

Moos Julius (J. & B. Moos) 95 Randolph, bds. 111
Franklin

Moos J. & B. (Julius and Bernhard Moos) cigars 95
Randolph _

Chicago City Directory, 1889



J. & B. Moos’s Wholesale Business

As well as owning a cigar and tobacco store, Bernhard and Julius were wholesalers (distributors
or jobbers).

SPASMS OF BLISS

—FOR A NICKEIL.

The man with a nickel bought a Buck,
He had a matech—he was in luck,

Ta-ra-ra Boom-de-aye,
The Buck drove dull care away,
Transported the man to the milky way,

Ta-ra-ra Boom-de-aye.

SMOKERS , If you want to enjoy the latest and best luxury—the very fin-
L]

est economical smoke, look for the two little goats, and ask
your dealer for

[t

T TR
e L

A

L
Sc CIGAIR
L]
RETAILERS, We want all live, energetic merchants to handle “ Buck.”
L

To new customers ordering 1,000 “Buck ” at once we will
send a sign and print your name as agent for “Buck” Ci-
gar in Chicago Tribune “ad.” Do not delay your orders.

UTRETEN |
] ‘l)‘gm\\“ !

|

|

FOR SALE BY THE FOLLOWING CHICAGO JOBBERS:
Deane Bros. & Lincoln, | sprague, Warner & Co.,

W. H. Heegaard & Co., ‘ Rudolph Seitert,

W. J. Quar Co., Peter Van Schaaek & Sons, |
Corbin, May & Co., Steele, Wedeles Co.,

Rubel Bros. & Co., John S, Gould & Co.,

Kuhstrat, Gail & Co., | Grommes & Ullrich,
Franklin MaeVeagh & Co., } John A. Tolman Co.,
Hargis & Co., J. & B. Moos,
Simmons, Neumann & Co., Thorwart & Roehling,
H. C. & C. Durand, Heury Horner & Co.
FOR SALE BY THE FOLLOWING COUNTRY JOBBERS:
Long Brothers, Berdan & Co., |
Kansas City, Mo. Toledo, O.

The Greeley-Burnham Groceer Co.,

Strong, Cobb & Co., { Cleveland,
St. Louis, Mo.

The Chandler & Rudd Co. § Ohio.

J. & B. Moos is listed as a Jobber in the fourth column. Chicago Daily Tribune, November, 19, 1892. There Similar
advertisements listing J. & B. Moos: November 26, 1892 and December 17, 1892.



Bernhard set up others in their own stores. In that way, his wife’s brother, Richard M.
Berlizheimer, was able to open a cigar and tobacco store in Chicago. Richard’s sons worked in

his store and in J. & B. Moos’s store. One of Richard’s sons then opened his own cigar and
tobacco store.

B! There Mr, SPEARER!

LEND US YOUR EAR, WHILE WE DASH AGAINST YOUR SENSITIVE TYMPANUM A FEW FACTS
ABOUT THE GREAT “BUCK" 5-CENT CIGAR. IT IS MADE FROM THE CHOICEST LONG HAVANA
FILLER AND WRAPPED WITH THE SWEETEST OLD CONNECTICUT, PRODUCING THE MOST LUX-+
URIOUS SMOKE ON THE MARKET. NOTHING BETTER FOR THE MONEY CAN BE PRODUCED. WE
GUARANTEE THE “BUCK" IN EVERY MANNER. THESE STATEMENTS MAY APPEAR RATHER
“Cris#” BUT YOU CAN EASILY PROVE THEIR TRUTH BY TRYING THE

5 CENT C GAR

BEST EVER SOLD.

FOR SALE BY THE FOLLOWING CITY RETAIL AGENTS:

BUCK & RAYNER, State and Madison, | HENRY GOETZ, Madison and La Salle. | J. H. WELLS & C0O., Randolph and | DALE & SEMPILL, Clark and Madison.

W. (L SCUPHAM, Central Music Hall, S, C.SNOW, 351 W, son. Dearborn. | H. WEINBERG, 147 39th,

TROY BAKEKY €O, 116 and 118 Ran- | H. M. VAN HOUS 8. C . | E. A, Y\Il\' _18th nul \\'lhusll-l\' - ttage Grove.
dolph. H. L. SMITH ) H!tulll‘!hm\‘e.

F. w, l\}l'\ I' Dearborn. C. E. KREYSI N. S

F. T. PHILLIPS,

ake. 10 L EDWARDS

3and 1928, \I AWINGFE
. M. HEA ’

% \I KENNA, 1 2

R, 159 S, Clark. ( ()l bl\ l\l‘.\ I!l

1246 Madison.

Richard M. Berlizheimer’s stores listed in the first column. Chicago Daily Tribune, December 17, 1892.

He and s brothar Jualius op»ned
a small cizar store. Success was theirs and to-
day the store 1s one of the largest of 1t= kind
ulle citv. Mr. Mons stood hign in business cir-
Cles,

Chicago Daily Tribune, June 12, 1895, p. 5.



The Chicago Library Board of Trustees

Despite Bernhard’s limited formal education, he considered himself quite cultured and literary minded.
He served as the part-time librarian at the Young Men's Association. In 1887 the mayor of Chicago

appointed him to the Library Board of Trustees.

Essontially |
a self-educated man, he never lost an
opportunity te increase his knowledge.
e early interested himself in educa-
{ tionnl work, and was a director in the
Young Aen’s Association Library,
whica was destroyed by the big fire.
He was appointed npon the library board
by Mayor Roche in 1887, and reap-
pointed in 1R%0 by Mayor Creglier, and
again in 1893 by Aayor Huitrison. He
was snch an untiring worker on the
board and so much respected that al-
thongh he was an ardent Republican,
he was continued in office by two Dem-
ocratic mayors.

The Israelite (Cincinnati, OH), June 20, 1895.

Mr. Moos was first appointed on the li-
bray beard by Mayor Roche in 1887, and,
though a republican, continued in office
through several democratic administrations
because of his great knowledge of the h-
brary’s affairs.

Bernhard Moos was a public-spirited citi-
zen, having served as a member of the li-
brary board for five years. He was a great
student and a man of domestic habhits. The
new library building was his special pride
and it is related of him that during the prog-
ress of its erection he was in constant at-
tendance, spending sometimes seven or eight
hours a day in the stormiest kind of weather
superintending the work. Several times
during his illness he expressed a desire that
he might live to see the new building opened
to the public.

Chicago Chronicle, June 12, 1895.






Fatal lliness in 1895 when he was 52 years old

BERNHARD MOOS IS SERIOUSLY ILL.

He Is Suffering from Brain Congestion,
the Result of Overwork.

Bernhard Moos is seriously ill at his resi-
dence, No. 15812 Oakdale ayenue. He is suf-
fering from a congested condition of the
brain as a result of overwork and an attack
of the grip. He is a member of the Public
Library Board and has worked hard on mat-
ters relating to the new building. A few

days ago he was confined to his bed and has
since been in a critical condition.

Chicago Daily Tribune, April 25, 1895




Experimental Operation Performed

DOCTORS CUT OPEN
| PATENTS S0

|
It Was the Only Way to Deter-
mine What Ailed Ber-
nard Moors,
Most Successful as a Surgical Op.

eration, but the Patient Will
Probably Die,

LOOKING FOR A BLOOD cLoT.

- | Thera Was Nothing of That Sort on the
Brain, but Thers Was a Hirden.
Ing of the Cells,

Caicaso, Juno 6. — Barnard Moos,who |s
amember of the Chicago Pub.ic Library
Board, underwent a perilous surgical
operation to-day, requirlag the removal of
aportion of his skull for the purpose of
savinz bis life. Therais but siight hopes
that he will survive ths operation.

Mr. Moos' {linssa began seven weeks
ago, when he complained of u severs pain
in the right sids of his head. Since that
time he has been In & semi-comalose state.
The symptoms wara of mo grave a ohar-
acter and became marked so rapidly that
vesterday Dr. W. A. D. Montgomery, the
family physician, callad a consultation of
8ix other practitioners.

The family physiolan was of the opinlon
that Mr. Moos’ allment was caused by &
blood-clot on the brain. The others did
uot concur in this opigion, and it was ds-
cided that the operation of trepanuing was
necessary to learn jus: what the troubla
was.

la support of tho theory thst thsrs was
a blood clot it should be staied thatsome
months ago Mr, Moos was siruck on the
head in an encouator with some rough
characters in his stors st Dearbora and
Randolph streats,

Dr. Forguson was called la to perform
the surgical part of the operation, which
was conducted this afternoon in the pres.
enoe of Drs. Montgomory, Brown, Lacker-
steen and Clark. A survey was made of
one-third of the right side of the brainm,
No blood olot was fouad, nor was there any
indication of Injury from the assault made
on Mr, Moos.

The dootors fouad & bardenlng of the
blood calis In tho brala and & coosequent
offusion of & watery substancs, which
caused the somi-comalose condition of the
patient, Thisscoretion wasremoved afford-
ing the patient inatact relief, but there Iy
grave fear that {t will form again and that
Mr. Meos' life s measured by days snd
hours, Tho trouble is asoribed 1o Intecse
mental exertion and worry, In exaot
{erms *‘prematurs old age” has fallen upon
Mr. Moos.

San Francisco Examiner, June 7, 1895.

BERNHARD MOOS MAY ROT LIVE LONG.

He Undergoes o Darlng Surgical Operation
and Is In Peril.

TNernhard Moos, who i$ an active member
of the Clhileago Publie Library Board and an
old and respected citizen and business-man
of the clty, underwont a periious surglceul
operution yesterday requiring the removal
of a portion of his skull for the purpose of
saving hislife. Theroe is but slight hope that
he will survive the operation.

Alr. Moos' Hiness began seven weeks ago,
wien he complained of a severs puin in the
right side of his head, Since that time he
has been in a semi-comatose state. The
symptoms were of so grave o character and
hecame marked so rapldly that the day be-
fore yvesterday Dr. W. A, D. Montgomery,
the family physician, called o consultation
of six other practitfoners. Those who at-
tended the consultation besides Dr. Mont-
gumery were Drs. M. H. Lackersteen, San-
ger Brown, Richard Dewey, und Dr. Clark,
Onie of the phiysiciuns was of the opinlon that
Mr. Moos' allment was caused by a Ulood
claot on the bratn. The others did not cancur
In thix opinfon, and it was declded that the
operation of trepanning was pecessary to
learn Just what the trouble was, Insupport
of the theory that there was a blood clot It
should be siated that some months ugo Mr.,
Moos was struck on the head in an encounter
with some rough characters in his store at
Dearborn and Randolph streets, Dr. Fer-
puson was called In o perform the surgical
part of the operation, which was conducted
yesterday afternoon n the presence of Drs,
Montgomery, PBrown, Lackersteen, and
Cilark, A survey was made of one-third of
the right side of the brain. No blood elot
wag found, nor was there any Indication of
inJury from the ussault made on Mr. Moos,

The doctors found o hardening of the blood
cells In the brain and a consequent effusion
of a walery substance which cuused the
soml-comatose condition eof the patleat,
This sceretion was removed, affording the
paticnt instant rellef, but there is grave fear

that it will reform and that Mr. Moos' Iife
is measured by days and hours,

The canse of the trouble is sseribed to In-
tense mentnl exertion and worry. In exact
terms “premature old age' has fallen upon
M. Moos, Bluce his appointment as a mem-
ber of the Library Board nine years ago by
Mavor Hoche Mr. Moos hns devoted himself
untiringly to promoting the usefulness of
that institutton. Every day he has faith-
fully spent hours In Jooking ufter the inter-
osts of the Public Library. As Chalrman of
the Bullding committee he has Kept constant
over=izhit of the erection of the new struct-
ure.

AMr. Moos and his wife are living at the
bome of thelr son-in-law, H. Relser, No.
1812 Oakdale avente, Lake View, Mr. Mous
was born in the Chty of Buchau, Wurtem-
burg, Germany, In 1543, He has lived in Chi-
cugo since 1860,

Chicago Daily Tribune, June 7, 1895.




———

BERNARD MOOS IS CRITICALLY ILL.
SUFFERS FROM A BLOW.

Bernard Moos lies at his son-in-law’s
residence, 1812 Oakdale avenue, criti-
cally 1ill. Some months ago Mr. Moos
was set upon and roughly used by a coupie
of thugs at his place of business in Dear-
born and Randolph streets. During the
struggle he received a severe blow en the
head, which has troubled him ever since.
Thursday afterncon the attending physi-
cians, after a consultation, pronounced his

BERNHARD MOOS.

condition serious on account of hardening of
the blood cells of the brain and an operation
was performed by trephining. There is buta
slight chance that he will raily and recover.
Old citizens will remember Mr. Moos on ac-
count of his connection with the public lib-
rary board of this city, a body of which he
was an active, energetic member for nine
years.
e

Chicago Chronicle, June 8, 1895

BERNHARD )I00F CONDITION IHE s AME!

My Not Recover f2mmn the Surgleal Opera-
ton on Wis Briln,

Detulinid Mous" conuition was unchanged
At miduight Insg night. AU it hour De
Mogtgomervy visited bua and mude the tol
lowing reports " The paticut bs In o conditiug
ol sewbenma, He suderstnnds wlat s sxil
to him and ean obey tedieations, 1o sl pin
out s tosgue und open ot clineh his pghi
band at iy request, e pan speak, bul pxn.
not convey (dond, 0z ho hut un amnesin, or
forgetfulness of the righiy words to use fo oy
press dleag,  He haa recovered  entirely
from the shock of the operstion.  Tlis
temperuture, pulse, and mspiration ars pee-
claely whut they wera befare operating, There
Is n great effusion, producm@ lotense bLrain
tension, It has eeached the lousth ventricle,
4s is evlilenced by tha persistont dilntioy of

the pupils, but the respiration remains ug.

afected, The operntion was nlwoiutely 1 egn-
tive, having yroduced no change whateser in
his condition.  'The prosoosis 18, of cautse,
unfavorabie, There Lave bevn recaveries pnd
he Iy ouly D2 yeaurs 0ld nud  weil nourished.
Bu! probatiy o two or three days there mny
be a change. It wiay be soaner and he may
live niuch longer. Should tha effusisn  into
the fourth veatrivie incrense he would die in
comu from interrupted respirntion,’”

Chicago Daily Tribune, June 8, 1895



Obituaries

== e~
BERNHARD MOOS'INJURY PROVES FATAL

Death of the Member of the Public Li-
brary Board,

After an illness covering several wpeks
Bernhard Moos, a member of the Public Li.
brary Board ana well known in business cir-
cles, died yesterday afternoon at his home,
No. 1812 Oakdale avenue. His family had
been expecting his death for several days, as
his physicians agreed he could not survive a
delicate surgical operation that was per-
formed on the skull.

Five months ago Mr. Moos tried to eject
some roughs from his store, No. 45 Randolph

BERNHARD MOOS,

street, when one of them struck him on the
head with a blunt instrument, He did not
think anything of the blow at the time, al-
though the wound pained him, He became
iil and his family physician, Dr. William AL
D. Montgomery, was called. Other physi-
cians were consulted, as Mr. Moos' condition
grew visibly worse, and it was agreed that the
only hope of saving his lile was to remove a
part of msskuall.

The tuaeral will be held tomorrow after-
noon =t 2 o'clock at the family residence. The
Public Library and all its departinents and
branch reading-rooms will be closed tomor-
TOW,

[Mr. Moos was born in Wartenberg Mareh 1.
1542, and received his early education there, At
the age of 17 he came to this coontry and locat-
ed in Chicago. He and his brother Julius opened
a small cigar store. Success was theirs and to-
day the store is one of the largest of it< kind in
the city. Mr. Mons stood hignh in business cir-
cles. For nine years he was an active member of
the Public Library Board, being first appointed
by Mayor Roche. ]

Chicago Daily Tribune, June 12, 1895, p. 5.



MORTUARY MATTERS.

Bernhard Moos Expires at His Home Aftera
Long Illness—Other Deaths.

Bernhard Moos died yesterday afternoon
at the home of his daughter, MTs. M. Reiser,
1812 Oakdale avenue, Lake View. His death
was not unexpected, as the family had been
warned that he could not long survive th=
wasting illness of several weeks. A few
weeks ago a surgical operation was per-
formed which, it had been hoped, would give
relief. A portion of the skull was removed
with the idea that a blood clot had formed
on the brain. Mr. Moos never survived the
shock. He had been injured on the head
some months ago while ejecting some men
from his store on Randolph street. At the
time the injury wa considered of slight im-
portance, but for more than two months it
caused him intense pain.

Bernhard Moos was a public-spirited citi-
zen, having served as a member of the li-
brary board for five years. He was a great
student and a man of domestic habits. The
new library building was his special pride
and it is related of him that during the prog-
ress of its erection he was in constant at-
tendance, spending sometimes seven or eight
hours a day in the stormiest kind of weathor
superintending the work. Several times
during his illness he expressed a desire that
he might live to see the new building opened
to the public.

Bernhard Moos was born in Buchan, Wur-
temburg, Germany, March 1, 1842. He re-
ceived a common school education and at 19
yvears of age came to Chicago. He acted as
a clerk for a time in the Silverman bank,
and then with his brother embarked in the
cigar trade. Their business prospered and
each has made a fortune. Mr. Moos mar-
ried Caroline Berlizhelmer of Chicago, a
son and a daughter having been born to
them.

Mr. Moos was first appointed on the li-
bray beard by Mayor Roche in 1887, and,
though a republican, continued in office
through several democratic administrations
because of his great knowledge of the I-
brary’s affairs.

The funeral will be held tomorrow after-
noon at 2 o'clock. Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, an
old friend of the family, will officiate. Out of
respect to Mr. Moos the public library and
all branch reading rooms will be closed to-
day and tomorrow.

Chicago Chronicle, June 12, 1895.



Funeral and the Library Board of Trustees:

MORTUARY MATTERS.

Funeral Services of Bernhard Moos—Ot her
Obiltuary Matters.

The funeral of Bernhard Moos was held
yesterday afternoon. The services were held
at his late residence, 1812 Oakdale avenue, and
were simple in the extreme.
filled long before 2 o'clock, the appointed
hour. Many representative citizens showed
their appreciation of his worth by their at-
tendance. The employes.of the public library,
which was closed yesterday, nearly fllled the
house, for, besides all the assistants of the
main library, those from the branches were
present.

The services were conducted by Rabbi Emil
G. Hirsch, who spoke of the lesson taught by
the life and death of Mr. Moos. Those who
acted as pall bearers were:
who represented the present board of the
public library; William H. Beebe and Pliny B.
Smith, ex-members of the board; Frederick
H. Hild, librarian; N. E. Weydert, superin-
tendent of the new public library, and Leopold

. Sonnenschein.

Among the floral tributes was a large open
book of white carnations resting against a
broken column of white flowers, on one side
of which-was the name ‘‘Bernhard Moos” and
on tke other the words “finis.” This was a re-
membrance from the directors of the board.

The members of the board held a meeting
at 1 o’clock yesterday afternoon in the direc-
tors’ room, at which a memorial was adopted.
The desk and chair ;of Mr. Moos had been
draped in mourning by the employes of the
library and white and purple flowers had
been scattered in the folds. The meeting was
presided over by Rabbi Hirsch, who presented
eulogistic memorial and resolutions.

After the memorial andrresolutions were
adopted by a rising wote the members pro-
ceeded to the funerakin a body.

Chicago Chronicle, June 14, 1895.

The house was .

Z. P. Brosseau, '

FUNERAL RITES FOR BERNHARD MOOS,

services Attended by Friends and Relatives
w=Memorial of Library Board,

The funeral of Bernhard Moos was held
yesterday afternoon. The services were sim-
ple and were at bis residence, No. 1812 Oak-
dale avenue, at 2 o'clock. The house was
filled with friends and relatives. Many rep-
resentative cit.zens attendel. The employés
of the main library and branches were pres.
ent. The services were conducted by Rabbi
Emil . Hirsch, who spoke of the lesson
taught by the life and death of Mr. Moos.
Those who acted as palibearers were Z, P,
Brosseau, who represented the present board
of the Public Library: William H. Beebe and
Pliny B. Smith., ex-members of the board;
Frederick H. Hild, Librarian; N. E. Wey-
dert, Superintendent o: the new Public Li-
brary: and Leopold Sonnenschien. Among
the floral tributes was a large open book
of white carnations resting against a broken
column of white flowers, on one side of which
wus the name ** Bernhard Moos,” and ou the
other * Finis.”” This was a remembrance
from the directors of the board. The mem-
bers of the board heid a meeting at l_u'cluck
yesterday afternoon in the directors’ room
at which a memorial was adopted. The desk
and chair of Mr. Moos had been draped
in mourning by the cmployés. After the
memorial was adopted the members proceed-
ed to the funeral in a body.

Chicago Daily Tribune, June 14, 1895.

Note: Rabbi Emil Hirsch: Rabbi, Temple Sinai, Chicago; Jewish scholar, lecturer and leader. He was
selected for the Chicago Library Board of Trustees in 1888.
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CHICAGO,

Bénxhzu‘d Moos, member of the pub-

1812 Onkdale Avenune, Lake View,
Thursday last. Mr. Moos yas assanlt-
ed several mouths ago in his store by
some rauffians, whom he was compelled
to eject, uud received a blow on the
head wwhich, after s time, cansed him
great pain. It was thought that the
removal »f a portion of the skull wounld
give reliex, o blood clot was fouud
anG the operation afforded no relietf,
Bernhard Moos w28 born in Buchan,
Wuartemberg, Germany, in 1842. He
received a common school education
and at the age of 19 he decided to seek
his fortune in America. He arrived in
€hiecago in the fall of 1862, and for =
few wonths was a clerk in the Silver-
man bank, but soon abandaned this
and went into partnership with his
brother in the retail tobacco business,
and {rcia this small beginning has been
built up the largest wholesale and re-
tail tobacco business in the city. In
I8G6 Mr. Moos was married to Miss
Caroline Berlizheimer, and ke and his
wife have lived for some yearsg with his
daughter, Mys. H. Rieser, at 1812 Oak-
dale Avenue, Lake View. Essontially
a self-educated man, he never lost an
opportunity to increase his knowledge.

e early interested himself in educa-
{ tionnl work, and was a director in the
Young Alen’s Association Library,
which was destroyed by the big fire.
He was appointed uapon the library board
by Mayor Roche in 1887, and reap-
pointed in 1890 by Mayor Creglier, and

was snch an untiring worker on the
board and so much respected that al-
thoogh he was an ardent Republican,
he was continued in office by two Dem-
ocratic mayors. The funeral was held
ot Thursday, Dr. Hirsch conducting
the ceremonies. There are bunt two
childrei, Mrs. M. Rieser and Joseph
R. Moos, who succeeds to his father's
business.

The Israelite (Cincinnati, OH), June 20, 1895.

again in 1893 by Aayor Huitison. He|

lic library board, died at his home, |
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Burial
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Bernhard Moos was buried in the Moos Family Plot in Rosehill Cemetery, Chicago.
His headstone, in the shape of an open book, was a traditional Jewish symbol for a scholar.



Estate

COURT NOTES.

The will of Bernard Moos, who died June 11,
. was admitted to probate yesterday. It shows
. that the late director of the public library
was worth #5000, of which 350, is in per-

. sonal property, and all is left to the widow.

Chicago Chronicle, June 20, 1895.

$65,000 in 1895 is equal to about $2 million in 2021.

Samuel H. Williamson, "Seven Ways to Compute the Relative Value of a U.S. Dollar Amount, 1774 to
present," MeasuringWorth.



http://www.measuringworth.com/uscompare/

Bernhard Moos Elementary School Naming

Bernhard Moos, formerly a member of the
Public Library Board of Trustees, was hon-
ored last night by the Board of Education
naming after him the building known as the
Humboldt School.

The name of Bernhard Moos was chosen
because of the request of the members of the
Board of L.ibrary Trustees asking the Board
of Education to name a school building after
him. It is mainly through his persistent ef-
forts the city now enjoys the new Library

Building.

Chicago Daily Tribune, April 9, 1897.

i IN MEMORY OF BERNHARD MOOS

| The Board of Education Has Named
i a School Building in His Honor.

The beard of education has named one of the
new school buildings after Bernhard Moes, wio
was for several years .
a raember of the-libra-
ry board and chairmen !
af the committee in
charge of the building
of the new library
building.

A vyear ago the libra-
ry¥ board passed resoelu
tions asking ihe board
of education to name a
school after Mr. Moos,
and the request has
1 now been acted on fa-
vorably. The building
which is to bear the
name ‘‘Moos School” is
located in California
avenue, near Wabansia
} avenue, ;

BERNHARD MOOS. Mr. Moos died two
vears ago. Jle was 2 member of the firm of.

J. & B. Mcos, cigar manufacturers, 95 Randolph

street.

\
e b o — St ety

1897



Bernhard Moos Elementary School, 1711 North California Avenue, Chicago.

Portrait of Bernhard Moos hanging in the Bernhard Moos Elementary School.



Honored at the Dedication of the Chicago Central Library

VOR PILE T0 BOOKS

New Public Library Building
Is Formally Dedicated.

PROGRAM OF CEREMONIERS

C. 8. Thoruton Accepts in Belialf
of Mayor Harrison.

ORATION BY DR. E. G. HIRSCH.

President A. . Hatch Brings History
Cp to Date.

BISBOP CHESEY'S INVOCATION.

WL cerormmoties as slrrfile as the clasuie
avohliteriure of the tmilihing teelf, |hy Duw
Chicuyo Publls Libirary wae deditated ut S
©'clock lam evaning whid deliversd dver te
the tity by the Bhrary boant —a fiaal vllimas
of contrasis belween Chivago day, DT, and
Cuer I

The respottses (0 1he 00 Inviieitons
which the board had besusd mare (n Olind
the wpmce i the delivery foum of the buiia
tng. whore the coremon) took alme, snd
wshetes the Jeditgtory adiirrmm was delivered
fram st rmprovised plotfor

Pressident fiasteh took occaszton here o
commend the devetlss and seriices of Hern.
hard Mons,

Chicago Daily Tribune, October 10, 1897.



Chicago Central Library, 1897, Michigan Avenue between Washington and Randolph streets.
. THE ERECTIC
THIS BVILDING
PRESIDENTS
EDWARD S -DREYER
AZEL F-HATCH
EMIL. © -~ HIRSCH
JOHN G -SHORTALL

CHAIRMEN
OF COMMITTEE ON

BVILDINGS AND GROVNDS
EDWARD S-DREYER
AZEL F-HATCH
BERNHARD MOOS

SECRETARY
ILLIAM B-WICKERSHAM

LIBRARIAN
FREDERICK H. HILD

Plague honoring Bernhard Moos in the Chicago Central Library, 1897.




Prominent Descendants of Bernhard Moos

Joseph Moos (1867-1946)

Bernhard Moos’s son Joseph was named for his grandfather. Joseph worked for J. & B. Moos for
decades. After Bernhard’s death, Joseph took over as president.

Joseph expanded the wholesale cigar and tobacco business in Chicago and other areas in the region
distributing several popular cigar brands.

One of the new cigars that came to market in 1898 was called Anna Held Cigar. It was named for Anna
Held, a burlesque star.

After Joseph retired from J B Moos, he was chairman of the board of Albert Pick & Company, the largest
hotel equipment company in the country. He and his wife Katherine Hoyt Moos had a winter home in
Miami Beach where Katherine created a showcase garden. When Katherine died in 1947, her
granddaughter established the Moos Sunken Garden at the world-famous Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Gardens in Miami.

https://fairchildgarden.org/miami-botanical-garden/moos-sunken-garden/



https://fairchildgarden.org/miami-botanical-garden/moos-sunken-garden/

Elizabeth Moos (1890-1984)

Bernhard Moos’s granddaughter (Joseph’s daughter) was an innovative educator and peace advocate.

Monday, Dec. 19, 1932

' l 'IME Education: In Hessian Hills

Fortnight ago came news of another Progressive school, young and bold, in many
respects unique in the U. S. Croton-on-Hudson. N. Y. is a quiet village near Harmon, where New York
Central trains exchange steam for electricity. The sprawling, bridge-playing, gin-drinking suburbs of New
York have not yet entangled it. In Croton, seven years ago, settled Economist Stuart Chase, his wife
Margaret Hatfield, Elizabeth Moos, a former teacher at Walden and other modern schools, and her
husband Robert Imandt, violinist, onetime French Army man, camp director. Between them Miss Hatfield

and Miss Moos had three children. They wanted to teach them. They went to it in a garage. Soon other
families sent their children over. When the number grew to 16, Teachers Hatfield and Moos realized they
had a School At the beginning of their third year there were 29 pupils, five teachers, installed in an old
farmhouse they had managed to buy. From the surrounding country, where George Washington
skirmished with King George Ill's mercenaries, they took the school's name: Hessian Hills. More & more

people heard of it. Since its founding, 30 families have moved to Croton to put their children in Hessian
Hills.

Hessian Hills' aim is a socialized
group in which the pupils feel a sense of communal enterprise and responsibility. Much of its success has
resulted from the intelligence and enthusiasm of the parents. Any feeling of competition is avoided; the
child is to compete not against his fellows but against his own previous efforts. Flexible, searching, the
Hessian Hills theory (though disclaimed as a theory) was well under way by 1931. With Robert Imandt as
shop director, the pupils worked at weaving, metal, wood and leather work, drawing and painting.
Elizabeth Moos taught Rhythmics and directed academic work: social sciences, then arithmetic and
writing, after these reading and so on. The parents met regularly, joined in school activities. The village of
Croton watched a bit suspiciously the hatless, overalled, unrepressed children, dashing down to look at
local industries, asking grown-up questions.

A 1939 Documentary Film about the Hessian School:1939-School A Film About Progressive Education-
Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation - Bing video



https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Youtube+Hessian+school+1939&docid=607998753122827029&mid=444337B38FEC9472066F444337B38FEC9472066F&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Youtube+Hessian+school+1939&docid=607998753122827029&mid=444337B38FEC9472066F444337B38FEC9472066F&view=detail&FORM=VIRE

" HESSIAN HILLS
\ FIRST SCHOOL

Elizabeth Moos, 94, Activist
Indicted During McCarthy Era

Elizabeth Moos, a peace activist who
was arrested during the McCarthy era
on charges of failure to register as a
foreign agent, died Sunday in her
apartment on Riverside Drive. She was
94 years old.

Mrs. Moos, along with Dr. W. E. B.
Dubdis and three other leaders of the
Peace Information Center, was in-
dicted in February 1951 by a Federal
%randjuryonchargwofviolitingthe

oreign Agents Registration Act.

The prosecution said the organiza-
tion had been a sponsor in this country
of the Stockholm Peace Appeal, which
Federal officials described as a Com-
miunist trick that promoted unenforce-
able Soviet proposals about atomic
energy and weapons. The charges were
later dismissed.

Mrs. Moos was a 1911 graduate of
Smith College and held master’s de-
grees in early childhood education
from the Bank Street College of Educa-

tion and the Columbia University Rus- |

sian Institute.

She married twice; both marriages
ended in divorce.

She is survived a daughter, Ann
Remington of Columbus, Ohio; two
sons, Raymond Redheffer of Los An-
geles and Carl Moos of Stony Brook,
L.1.; six grandchildren, and three

great-grandchildren.

New York Times, January 1, 1985



Bernhard Moos’s grandson, Leonard Rieser (1922-1998)

Bernhard Moos’s daughter Minnie (1871-1938) married Herman Rieser who emigrated from Buchau in
Germany. One of their children was Leonard Moos Rieser.

Leonard Rieser, 76, Opponent
Of Arsenal He Helped Create

By WOLFGANG SAXON

Leonard Moos Rieser, a physicist
who helped usher in the nuclear age
with the Manhattan Project and cru-

“saded to curb the arsenals it

spawned, died on Tuesday at the
Dartmouth-Hitchcaock Medical Cen-
ter in Lebanon, N.H. He was 76 and
lived in Norwich, Vt.
* The cause was cancer, said offi-
cials at Dartmouth College, where he
was a professor and administrator
for 46 years.

Dr. Rieser (pronounced REE-zer)
helped steer Dartmouth through a
period of considerable growth. He
was nationally known as president
and chairman of the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Sci-
ence in the 1970’s and was chairman
of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scien-
tists from 1985 until his retirement in
June.

He joined the Dartmouth faculty in
1952, was appointed professor of
physics in 1960 and retired in 1992.
After his retirement, he remained
with Dartmouth as a senior fellow of
the John Sloan Dickey Center for
International Understanding, which
he had served as founding director,
beginning in 1984.

New York Times, December 19, 1998

Dr. Rieser's administrative serv-
ice spanned 25 years, during which
he was chairman of the physics de-
partment, deputy provost for the sci-
ences, dean of the faculty and pro-
vost. .

A native Chicagoan, Leonard
Rieser graduated with a degree in
physics from the University of Chi-
cago in 1943, and was then posted by
the Army to the Manhattan Project,
which produced the first nuclear
chain reaction in 1942 and ultimately
developed the atomic bomb.

He worked at the Manhattan
Project’s metallurgical laboratory in
Chicago and at the Los Alamos Lab-
oratory in New Mexico, where he
witnessed the first atomic explosion.

After the war he worked as a re-
searcher for the physicist Otto
Frisch at Los Alamos and received
his doctorate in physics from Stan-
ford University in 1952.

As chairman of the Bulletin of the
Atomic Sciences, Dr. Rieser was
seen in many news photographs re-
setting the publication’s ‘‘Doomsday
Clock’ to dramatize the threat of
nuclear annihilation and the need for
peaceful alternatives to nuclear con-
flict.

He did so one more time in June in

Reuters, 1991

Leonard Moos Rieser

response to the test explosions set off.
by India and Pakistan, advancing the
clock by five minutes to 11:51 P.M.
and warning of “‘perilous times.”

Dr. Rieser is survived by his wife
of 54 years, Rosemary Littledale
Rieser; a daughter, Abigail, of
Northampton, Mass.; three sons,
Leonard, of Philadelphia, Timothy S.,
of Washington, and Kenneth Willis of
Princeton, N.J.; two brothers, Law-
rence, of Jackson, Wyo., and William,
of Perkasie, Pa., and three grand-
daughters.



